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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of CuuMs 

> I 

1. (Currently Amended) A l<ne© joint prosthesis fpr replacing the 
articulating kpee portion of a femur and a tibia, said knee joint prosthesis comprising: 

a femoral component having a first femoral bearing surface and a second 
femoral bearing surface; 

a tibial component having a tibial bearing surface; 

a bearing member having a first bearing surface operable to articulate with 
said first femoral bearing surface, a second bearing surface operable Id articulate with 
said second femoral bearing surface; and 

a linkage mechanism movably attaching the femoral component to the 
tibial component, the linkage mechanism operable to control movement of said femoral 
component relative to said tibial component; 

Wherein said tibial compone^f includes a tih. al bone enaaqinr^ ^..rf^nj 
monolithic wi th said tibial bearfno surfagn; 

Wherein said bearing member Includes a third bearing surface operable to 
articulate with said tibial bearing surface. 

2. (OrlglnaO The knee joint prosthesis of claim 1 wherein s^ld linkage 
mechanism is further comprised of a linkage having a first end coupled to said femoral 
component and a second end coupled to said tibial component to allow: relative. 
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: translation of said femoral component jn the anterior direction and relative rotation 
during extension of said knee joint and relative translation of sard fernoral component: in 
the posterior direction and relative rotation during flexion of said knee joint. 

3. Cancelled. 

4. (Currently Amended) The knee joint of claim 3 i wherein said bearing 
member Is operable to translate in the anterior direction during extension of. said knee 
joint and translate in the posterior direction during flexion of said knee joint. 

5. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 4 wherein said second end of 
. satd linkage is connected proximal to a posterior side of said tibial component. 

6. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 5 wherein said second end of 
said linkage is located between said first and said second femoi^i bearing surfaces. 

7. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 6 wherein said firet end of said 
linkage is rptatably coupled to the femoral component to allow rotation around an axis 
defined in the lateral and medial directions. 

8. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 4 wherein said linkage js formed 
to be either flexible, resilierit or rigid. 
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9. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said knee joint 
prosthesis Includes a guide post extending from said tibial component, said guide post 
operable to control movement of said bearing member. 

10. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 9 wherein said guide post i|s 
removable. 

11. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 9 wherein removing said guide 
post changes the control of the movement of the bearing member. 

12. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 1 where knee joint prosthesis is 
adapted to be used as either an anterior stabilized, a posterior stabinzed or a fully 
constrained knee joint prosthesis. 

13. (Previously Presented) A knee joint prosthesis for replacing the articulating 
knee portion of a femur and a tibia, said knee joint prosthesis comprising; 

a femoral component having a first femoral bearing surface; 

a tibial component having a tibial bearing surface; 

a bearing member having a first bearing surface operable ,to articulate with 
said first femoral bearing surface; and 

a linkage mechanism movabiy attaching the femomi component lo the 
tibial component, the linkage mechanism operable to control, movement of said femoral, 
component relative to said tibial component; 
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wherein said bearing member Is able to translate In at feast three of an 
anterior dlreotion, a posterior direction, a medial direction, a lateral dlr^lon, and a 
rotational direction. 

14. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 13 wherein said linkage 
mechanism Is further comprised of a linkage having a first end coupled to said femoral 
component and a second end coupled to said tibial component to allow relative 
translation of said femoral component In the anterior direction and relative rotation 
during extension of said knee joint and relative translation of said femoral component in 
the posterior direction and relative rotation during flexion of said knee joint, 

I 

15. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 13 whereiri said bearing 
member Includes a second bearing surface operable to articulate with said tibial bearing 
surface 

16. (Original) The knee joint of claim 14 wherein said bearing member is, 
operable to translate .In the anterior direction during extension of said knee Jojnt and 
translate In the posterior direction during flexion of said knee joint. 

17. (OriglnaO The knee joint prosthesis of claim 13 wherein said linkage 
mechanism Includes a linkage having a first end connected proximal to the posterior of 
said tibial component) 
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18. (Original) The Icnee joint prostfiesis of claim 17 wherelri a second end of 
said linl<age Is notatably coupled to the femoral component to allow rotation around an 
axis defined In the lateral and medial directions. 

19. (Original) The icnee joint prosthesis of claim 17 wherein said linkage Is 
formed to be either flexible, resilient or rigid. 

20. (Original) The Icnee joint prosthesis of claim 13 wherein said Icnee joint 
prosthesis includes a guide post extending from said tibial component, said guide post 
operable to control movement of said bearing member. 

21. (Original) The knee joint prosthesis of claim 20 wherein said guide post is 
removable, 

22. (OriginaO The knee Joint prosthesis of claim 20 wherein removing said guide 
post changes the control of the movement of the bearing member. 
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23. (Currently Amended) A method of replacing the articulating knee portion pf 
. a femur and a tibia comprising; 

resecting an end portion of the tibia; 
resecting an end portion of the femur; 

attaching a tibial prosthetic component corresponding to the resected end portion 
of the tibia, the tibial prosthetic component having a bearing surface; 

attaching a femoral prosthetic component corresponding to the resected end 
portion of the femur, the femoral prosthetic component having a bearing surface; 

installing a bearing member between the tibial prosthetic component and the 
femoral prosthetic component, the bearing member having a first surface operable to 
articulate with the femoral bearing surface and a second bearing surface operable to 
articulate with the tibial bearing surface; and 

connecting the tibial prosthetic component to the femoral prosthetic component 
with a linkage, the linlcage and the bearing member operable to allow the femoral 
prosthetic component to translate in the posterior direction ancj rotate during flexion of 
and said bearing member to rotate reiath/e to said tibial prosthetic com pcnftnt " . 
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24. (Previously Presented) A method of replacing the articulating Knee portion 
• of a femur and a tibia comprising: 

resecting an end portion of the tibia; 
resecting an end portion of the femur; 

attaching a tibial prosthetic component corresponding to the resected end 
portion of the tibia, the tibial prosthetic component having a bearing surface; 

• attaching a femoral prosthetic component corresponding to the resected 
end portion of the femur, the femoral prosthetic component having a bearing surface; 

Installing a bearing member between the tibial prosthetic component and 
the femoral prosthetic component, the bearing member having a first surface operable 
to articulate with the femoral bearing surface and a second bearing surface operable to 
articulate with the tibial bearing surface; and 

connecting the tibial prosthetic component to the femoral prosthetic 
component with a llnl<age, the linkaQe operable to allow the femoral prosthetic 
component to translate in the posterior direction and rotate during flexion of the joint; 

wherein connecting the tibial prosthetic component to the femoral, 
prosthetic component with the linkage further includes the step of inserting a first end of 
the linkage into a guide located In the tibial prosthetic component, inserting the second 
end of the linkage into a guide located in the femoral prosthetic component, installing a 
first stop on the first end of the linkage to prevent the first end of the linkage frorn 
passing through the gukle on the tibial prosthetic component and Installing a second 
stop on the second end of the linkage to prevent the second end of the linkage frorh 
passing through the guide on the femoral prosthetic component. 
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26. • (Previously Presented) A method of replacing the articulating knee portion 
of a femur and a tibia comprising: 

resecting an end portion of the tibia; 
resecting an end portion of the femur; 

attaching a tibial prosthetic component con-esponding to the resected end 
portion of the tibia, the tibial prosthetic component having a bearing surface; 

attaching a femoral prosthetic component corresponding to the resected 
end portion of the femur, the femoral prosthetic component having a bearing surface: 

installing a bearing member between the tibial prx)sthetlc component and 
the femoral prosthetic component, the bearing member having a first surface operable 
to articulate with the femoral bearing surface and a second bearing surface operable to 
articulate with the tibial bearing surface; and 

connecting the tibial prosthetic component to the femoral prosthetic 
component with a linkage, the linkage operable to allow , the femoral prosthetic 
component to translate In the posterior direction and rotate during flexion of the jolrit; ' , 
wherein connecting the tibial prosthetic component to the femoraf 
prosthetic component with the linkage further includes inserting the linkage Into a 
captured slot in the tibial component, translating the linkage until a first end portion of 
the linkage engages the captured slot, connecting a secorid end portion of the linkage to 
the femoral prosthetic component. 
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